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Ashburtons at the Grange: "you have got your smart lot. I hate
them all so much." l66 Lady Stanley was a beautiful woman when
Thackeray first met her, and so she remained nine years later when
Motley described her as "a tall, fair, agreeable dame, with blonde
hair and handsome features, apparently thirty-five, yet one of those
wonderful grandmothers of which England can boast so many,
and who make one almost a convert to the 'delicious women of
sixty.'"l67

Of the Stanleys' children, all of whom Thackeray came to know
well during his visits to Alderley and to their London residence on
Grosvenor Crescent, only Henrietta Blanche (1829-1921) need be
mentioned. As the chief beauty of the family, she received her
share of the whimsical homage that Thackeray was accustomed in
later years to offer to handsome young ladies of his acquaintance.
In September, 1851, she made a splendid marriage to the seventh
Earl of Airlie, head of the old and wealthy Scottish family of
Ogilvy, and became mistress of Cortachy Castle near Forfar, but
Thackeray continued to see her frequently in London society.

ANTHONY TROLLOPE

In the summer of 1859 Anthony Trollope determined to re-
move from Ireland, where he had made his home since 1853, and
to settle at Waltham Cross near London. As the author of nine
novels, several of which had been moderately successful, he was by
no means unknown to Victorian readers. Yet he had not attained
great popularity, and he was singularly ill-acquainted with literary
London. Luckily he took it upon himself on October 23 to offer
Thackeray certain short stories for The Cornhill Magazine. His
letter was a turning point in his life. He was engaged to write
Framley Parsonage, which by Thackeray's courtesy was given the
place of honor in The Cornhill Magazine previously reserved for
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